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MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

PRESS RELEASE 

The Government of Lesotho has taken a decision to proactively use large tenders as 

an opportunity to catalyse the involvement of Basotho in business. The first tender 

under this policy is the government fleet tender. 

Cabinet met yesterday in a special sitting and approved a proposal that its future 

vehicle needs will be procured from Basotho and also that the ancillary services 

emanating from the leasing arrangement will come from Basotho service providers. 

While the operational details will be defined in the coming weeks, the broad outline 

of the scheme will be as follows: 

o Government will lease 300 vehicles from Basotho and the process will begin 

immediately; 

 

o When this process is complete (in 2 to 2½ years), Government will lease in 

total 1,400 vehicles from Basotho. As government phases out the 900 vehicles 

it currently owns, these will be replaced by those leased from Basotho; 

 

o Under this scheme, Government will procure vehicles only from dealerships 

registered and trading in Lesotho with significant Basotho ownership. Vehicle 

service, provision of vehicles parts, and panel beating will also be procured 

from Basotho enterprises accredited under the scheme. Government will 

proactively ensure that Basotho take active part in this initiative. 

 

o Each supplier will supply one vehicle; 

 

o Government will proactively target the procurement of vehicles to specific 

sections of Basotho society. In particular, the following sections will be 

targeted: Those already in the fleet industry (150 vehicles), Districts and 

constituencies (90 vehicles); disabled groups (20), youth groups (20) and 
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women groups (20). Those left outside in this first offer, will be considered in 

the next iteration late 2018 or early 2019; 

 

o In order to achieve efficiency and effectiveness, Government will procure a 

professional fleet management service provider which will be paid a fee for 

the service. Government is presently finalising arrangements for the 

procurement of a service provider; 

 

o Only new vehicles will be procured (any vehicle with more than 30,000 

kilometres will not be considered); 

 

o The lease will be for up to 48 months, and each lessor will not get a second 

chance immediately; 

 

o Short-term hire will be integrated into the lease, managed by the fleet 

management service provider and will be for a short period (up to a month). 

Depending on the quality of the vehicle Dot-com vehicles will be considered 

in this category; 

 

o Senior public servants shall be excluded from leasing their vehicles to 

government. An exception shall be members of Parliament who at the time of 

the lease are backbenchers; 

 

o Government understands that vehicles will not be available immediately and 

will allow reasonable period for suppliers to acquire them; 

 

o Government will determine the lease rate and this will be in line with market 

rates in the region; and  

 

o Finally, Government has appointed a technical working team to manage the 

procurement until a service provider is on board. 

 

 

End 

Friday, 16 March 2018 

 


